
 
 
    
 
 
 
Call to Order 9:30 am 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Kristine Ritter, Parents’ Council Communication Officer: 

 General Business – 
March 8, 2017 Meeting – Psychological Wellness in the CCSD Building Social Emotional Skills to 
address Student Needs and Support the 21st Century Learning. Located at the SARC 
Vendor Fair March 1, 2017 at the SARC. Still looking for vendors. The Vendor Expo is not just for the 
PTCOs, this is open to the public such as the Boy/Girl Scouts.  Contact Barb Goettelman for more 
information. 
Cherry Creek Schools Foundation – Annual Gala is March 9, 2017 at the Hyatt Regency in the DTC. 
Please remember to like the Foundation on Facebook, and share their event. 
Parents Council Open Board Positions – Document Review, Treasurer, Vendor Expo Coordinator, and 
Hospitality. 

 
Karen Fisher, Board of Education: 
 Board responsibility – Thank you for support on the bond and budget measure.  The BOE members is busy 

with study sessions, discussions about assessments results, district budget and starting new projects with 
the funds from the bond sale, school start time, boundary changes related to the two new schools that will be 
opening in 2018, and continuing to solidify our plans for pathways to graduation for all students.  The BOE 
members have spent considerable time on the school start times study.  It is important to note that the BOE 
has received significant input both in the survey responses and general comments. We are still in the 
process of carefully considering the feedback. Most of it has been in favor of the recommend change, but 
some particularly parents of elementary school students are opposed to the change.  BOE will receive a final 
presentation on this at our board meeting next Monday, and then our vote will be at next month’s meeting. 
Last month was Board Appreciation Month and the board received thank you notes from parents, students 
and administrators.   

 A broad overview of the BOE and what it does - Individual BOE member do not have much power, but 
collectively we set direction and set policy.  We make our decisions through voting and we only vote in public 
meetings.  Therefore, our decisions are very transparent.  When we are not in a meeting our written board 
policy acts for us, but since we act closely with the Superintendent, we delegate our responsibility to the 
Superintendent.  Every decision and conversation we have reflects the best interest of every students.  As 
elected officials, we represent the entire community and not a single constituency or special interest.  The 
BOE members keep up to date and informed on current issues, Colorado school finance, race, equity and 
diversity in schools, assessments, student data privacy, marijuana and the pot money, teacher recruitment, 
school reform, Colorado state finances, CTE apprenticeships and workforce readiness.  Our most pressing 
issue is the State Funding situation.  The state budget is limited by the Amendment 23, Tabor and Gallagher 
Amendment.  Revenue is not adequate to support the K12 funding even at the current level.  The regular 
monthly The BOE meetings are open to public. Each person’s comments are held to a time limit and are 
recorded.  In accordance with the BOE police the board members do not engage in discussions with the 
public. 
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Dr. Harry Bull, Superintendent of Schools:   
 Ask Superintendent – Questions moderated by Dr. Siegfried  

Question format – general to district not specific to a child. 
1.) School Start Times – In 2010 recession the district made decisions to decrease the away from class 

expenditures. The changes were based on the budget needs and not on the best research for learning. 
The current proposed changes are better for the children based on research.  Budget requires a 
staggered start time.  CCSD has a school bus driver shortage, and a staggered start time can help with 
the student wait times.  This change can ultimately attract new drivers. All feedback to the start time 
recommendation has been recognized by the district. School sports and the dismissal time both Middle 
and High School athletes. Outside Coaches often have later practices to meet their work schedules. 
Having an Elementary start time of 8:00am, High School start time of 8:20am and should reduce the bus 
wait time for Middle School. Before and after care of students, and of those teachers that have children.  
Teachers will now receive a 15% reduction of their afterschool care needs. Schools will open earlier for 
the High and Middle schools to have a supervised time before school to accommodate those students 
that need to be dropped off early.  The book, Who moved my Cheese? is the epitome of our current 
situation. It is difficult to meet everyone’s needs and expectations, but they are being heard. This 
recommendation is based and grounded in a best practice research. 

2.) Traditional Calendar Changes - The new start times will require a two-day change only.  We will take a 
staff development day from September, and put it at the beginning of the school year.  That development 
day will be added will change the development days from four to five, and this should for most years it 
will allow for a Monday school year start.  We will also be adding a day at the beginning of the second 
semester.  

Pine Ridge Elementary will be hope removed from year-round after new school is built. Then hopefully the 
remaining (seven schools) on the transitional calendar will be soon removed as well.  The fall break has been 
a difficult fit for the transitional calendar. 
3.) Will this start time recommendations change the school bus walk distances. The budget will not allow the 

change to the current distances. 
4.) Late or missed school bus question. There is a current lack of school bus drivers, and 74 routes without 

drivers. Transportation is an ongoing issue. 
5.) Stance on teachers carrying guns… He recognizes that in some of the rural areas they have longer 

response times from police.  We live in a large metropolitan area and we can get a response time under 
5 minutes unlike the rural school districts. Honest conversations must be had regarding the training that 
is necessary.  Will teachers be able to get the required training for handling a situation, and get all the 
other required training to teach?  In a situation, will the responding police be able to tell the difference 
between teachers and offenders.   

6.) Why H.S. Open Campuses?  The CCSD has a need to have students to be out of schedule. It also 
teaches students to be responsible for their own free time.  If the students were to be put into closed 
campus the options or choices in classes will be limited. 

7.) The Denver Ritchie Center for our graduations is there a better place?  We have two stadiums available, 
but in the springtime, the weather is unpredictable.  Cherry Creek H.S. is the only school not at the 
Ritchie Center.  Cherry Creek’s graduating class is too big for the Ritchie Center. 

8.) Inappropriate material on school data bases what’s being done? 
You are invited to visit the website to make your own decision (massresistance.org).  Go look at material 
your teacher is using. Anyone with intent has the capacity to go anywhere on the internet.  There is a 
graphic material filters in place. I invite you to sit down with your child and discuss the internet.  I invite 
you to go to your school, and discuss with your teachers and librarians to discuss the internet and 
inappropriate content.  
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Floor question… If a child is exposed at school to inappropriate material will the district help the child 
deal with it? The answer is yes. 

9.) Refund for those students that do not attend after-school.  After-school Staff is available for after-school 
care and must be paid, so refunds will not be given out.  

10.) New secretary of education where will this leave CCSD?  Hopeful, but the nominee did not come 
prepared for the hearing. The nominee has little experience in public schools.  Not just anyone can be a 
teacher, a principal or administrator.   

11.) Secure perimeters in High Schools 1. Lock down there is a bad situation… run, fight, hide  
2. Secure perimeter children remain in the building.   
New options are being looked at such as sending texts out to students. Decisions are made to keep the 
children safe. 

12.) Is CCSD falling behind in tech support for IEP children? CCSD has become a destination district for high 
impact students, so now CCSD has challenges with adaptive technology and the budget.  Resources are 
limited. Colorado is below average in school funding. Colorado is 41st in school funding per student.  A 
better look needs to be taken at the district and the school level to better provided adaptive and assistive 
technology. 

13.) The role of sports is it over shadowing other things in our schools?  The broader question is of the role of 
sports in our society and in the lives of children.  Sports did not drive the recommendation for school start 
times. There is a trend toward overspecializing children in a single sport, and thus the child suffers from 
burnout and repetitive injuries. 

14.) Recess, time for lunch discussion? Recess is essential to getting energy out of the children.  Elementary 
students need to get out and move. Comments from the floor. Middle School have a ‘recess’ or a break.  
Yes, they do, and are needed. 

15.) Watchdog Dads what is it and what’s the possibility of it being expanded to other schools in the district.  
Watchdog Dad is a program to promote Dads getting involved in the lives of the elementary students.  

16.) Why do the curriculums change each year?  The curriculum does not change, but there may be a review 
from the State Board of Education coming soon. This question may be in regards to the Bridges math 
program that was implemented to meet the new standards.  The Bridges program has been met with 
positive results. 

17.) The accessibility to inappropriate material availability has been recently limited, and will that continue? 
Yes, the district will continue to work on that, but no there will be no censorship of educational material. 

 
Important Dates: 
Feb. 8 – District Accountability Committee at ISF from 6-8 pm 
Feb. 9 – SEAC meeting at ESC at 9:30 am 
Feb. 22 – District PASS meeting at Overland HS from 6-8 pm 
Mar. 1 – Vendor Expo at SARC from 9 am-1 pm 
Mar. 7 – PIN meeting at SARC from 9:15-11:15 am 
Mar. 8 – Parent’s Council Meeting – Psychological Wellness in CCSD: Building Social Emotional Skills to 
Address Student Needs and Support 21st Century Learning 
Mar. 9 – CCSD Foundation Gala at Hyatt Regency DTC 
Mar. 14 – Teacher of the Year Tea Reception at Grandview HS cafeteria from 4-6pm 
Mar. 23 – CCCLN Day at the Capitol 
Apr. 13 – The Exceptional Volunteer Awards Dinner at Denver Marriott Tech Center 
May 3 – Teacher of the Year Banquet at Denver Marriott South 
 
Meeting Adjourned 11:30 am. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
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Kari Bertrand 


