
 
 
    
 
 
 

“2013 School Board Elections…Common Core Curriculum…Cole 3.0” 
 

• Lisa Chaiken, President of the Cherry Creek Schools Parents’ Council introduced the three main topics for this 
month’s meeting:  the 2013 School Board Elections; the Common Core Curriculum; and new developments in 
communication in the district.  With respect to matters of business, Ms. Chaiken presented the amended bylaws and 
September’s meeting minutes for vote.  Motions to approve were made and both were approved.  Our Parents’ Council 
Hospitality Chair, Ms. Sara LaPalme, has had to step down from her position; anyone interested in this position is 
invited to contact any board member.  Cole 3.0 (which runs on the Schoology platform) is accessible by parents, 
however, PowerSchool remains the definitive source for grades.  From a PTCO perspective, Cole 3.0 (together with 
Sign Up Genius for volunteer sign-ups) renders PTO Manager unnecessary.  Workshops will be scheduled to help train 
schools on the tools and information available through Cole 3.0 and the Schoology platform.  Finally, a new Parents’ 
Council website is in development. 
 

• Dr. Harry Bull, Superintendent opened his comments with a discussion of school and weather.  With the August 
floods behind us and the snow season approaching, Dr. Bull reminds us that we are a 108 square mile district and that 
conditions may vary across that area.  The District watches weather days in advance of storms and district 
representatives personally drive routes during the night before any decision is made to hold classes, or close or delay 
school.  By 5 am the day of, a decision must be made and if that decision is to hold classes, the logistics of mobilizing 
50,000 students, administrators and teachers prevents a change in that decision after that time.  Because of our size, 
logistics and staffing challenges, partial closure of the district is simply not feasible.   
 
Dr. Bull then introduced the 3 candidates running for positions on the Cherry Creek School District Board of Education.  
Karen Fisher is the sole candidate for Director District E. Incumbent Randy Perlis and parent Brian Arnold are running 
for Director District D. All registered voters living in the district may vote on both races.  Biographical information 
submitted by each of the candidates is available on the Cherry Creek School District’s website at 
www.cherrycreekschools.org under the Board of Education/2013 School Board Election tabs. 
 

• Floyd Cobb II, Ph.D., Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction provided an overview of the new Colorado 
Academic Standards and the Common Core, and how they will benefit students.  The Common Core is a set of 
voluntary standards, adopted by nearly every state in the nation, that define what students should know and be able to 
do at every grade level in English Language Arts and Mathematics. They provide a “common floor” or a minimum level 
of expectations (standards) for all students. They do not provide a common curriculum; districts and teachers will 
continue to develop their own curriculum and teaching strategies.  The Common Core has been integrated into the new 
Colorado Academic Standards, which are being implemented this year.  Parents and students will see some changes in 
Math and English Language Arts classes.  In Math, some content is being moved down a grade level.   Some Pre-
Algebra content previously taught in eighth grade will now be taught in seventh grade, and some Algebra 1 content 
previously taught in 9th grade will now be taught in eighth grade.  In English Language Arts, nonfiction content will be 
increased to better align students’ skills with the type of reading more commonly required in the workplace.  There will 
also be changes in testing; 2014 will be the last year for the Transitional Colorado Assessment Program (TCAP) tests. 
They will be replaced by new assessments that are aligned with the new standards and will help insure that students 
are being prepared for success in college and careers.  Additional information about the Common Core can be found on 
the Cherry Creek School District Website; the National PTA website; the Colorado Department of Education website; 
the Common Core State Standards Website; and the Hunt Institute website. 
 

Next Parents’ Council Meeting:  Mon. November 11th  8:45 am  SARC 
TAX RETURN DEADLINE:  November 15th (check your email for important information from Parents’ Council!) 

www.ccparentscouncil.org 
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