
                                         Parents’ Council General Membership 
Meeting Minutes 

March 9, 2015 
 

 
 
Call to Order 9:15 am 
 
Lisa Chaiken, Parents’ Council President: 

• Pledge of Allegiance 
• Welcome.  Today’s meeting topic: innovation and creativity in the classroom.  Today we 

celebrate our district’s creativity, much of which is sponsored by the Foundation and our 
PTCOs. 

• General Business: Approval of past month’s minutes: motion by Penny Malloy, second by 
Sudipti Murthy.  All in favor, none opposed.  Still a few questions from last month that are 
being worked on; website will be updated when those are available.  Reminded group of 
upcoming dates: CCSD Foundation Gala, March 11; Parents’ Council Leadership and 
Treasurer Workshops, May 4 at Instructional Support Facility (ISF), 5416 S. Riviera Way, 
Centennial 80015 (next to Thunder Ridge Middle School).  This is for incoming presidents, 
vice presidents, and treasurers.  Any interested board members are welcome. 

• Agenda modification – Dr. Poole unable to attend today and will present at April meeting. 
• Meeting dates for 2015-2016 will be the 2nd Wednesday of the month starting at 9:30am.   

	  

Karen Fisher, CCSD Board of Education:   

• CCSD Annual Day at the Capital is March 20th. 
• Re: March and testing.  As a Board Member, I feel strongly about my obligation to listen to all 

sides of an issue.  There are some who believe that although the PARCC tests are difficult, 
there are also valuable and culturally relevant. Others oppose testing, primarily because of the 
overall burden of testing.  Many believe that the best way to get the attention of the legislators 
is by refusing the test.  I am deeply dismayed by how political this issue has become.  After 
hearing the varied opinions about testing last year, the legislature appointed a task force to 
study the issue and while it included members with different backgrounds and opinions about 
testing they all agreed to come up with a compromise that would be best for kids.  These 
members agreed that tests “provide valuable data for the purposes of holding districts and 
schools accountable for student performance, comparing groups of students to one another, 
improving instruction, and measuring student growth and proficiency.  However…Colorado’s 
current system of state and local assessments has created far too many demands on time, 
logistics and finances that are impacting the teaching and learning processes in schools and 
undermining public support for the assessment system as a whole. The consensus of the task 
force is that changes must be made to the type, frequency and use of various assessments.”  The 
legislature has not yet done anything with the recommendation, but the issue is all over the 
media and social media.  But this is not helping the kids.  I encourage you all to help us end this 
nightmare and contact your legislators, especially the chairs of the house and senate committees 
on education.  Join us on March 20 at the Capitol.  We need a revision and reduction, especially 
for high school students, of Colorado’s mandated assessments. A revision that will protect our 
federal funding dollars.  This would help kids.  We worry that the longer the legislature delays 
on addressing this issue, the less time they will have to work on the K-12 funding bill, which 
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they should be working on now.  We need them to find a way to pay back the Amendment 23 
dollars that have been withheld.  That would be helping kids.  The District website lists the 
legislators by school communities they serve.  Let’s all commit to the advocacy for a 
reasonable testing system and the return of the Amendment 23 dollars. 

 
Dr. Harry Bull.  Superintendent of Schools: 
 

• Thank you for our last Parents’ Council meeting and the candidness of the questions.  Would 
like to see us do on an annual basis. 

• Thought we might talk about hockey today, because it reinforces what we tell our kids about 
tenacity and perseverance.  Our CCSD hockey team won a state championship.  On Thursday, 
they played to a tie and had to play through 6 overtimes to win.  On Saturday, again played to a 
tie and played through 3 overtimes to win.  That is tenacity. 

• On Wednesday, the Foundation will host it’s first annual evening Gala.  I encourage you to 
attend; it will be a spectacular event. 

• I do believe that there is a place called “reasonable” in K-12 education– not necessarily in the 
middle, but someplace between the ends, it’s there.  We are in the last 60 days of the legislative 
session, but there isn’t great clarity yet.  I think that you will see a great deal of activity starting 
to happen, bills will be introduced and discussions will be a lot more energized.  What will the 
discussions be about:  assessments, finance and safety.   

• Assessments.  In our District, we have one high school where very few will take the test, at 
another where most will and other schools are in the middle.  Participation is highest at 
elementary school and diminishes after that.  There is one piece of legislation that I think we 
will see that will give Districts the ability to choose assessments and even maybe create their 
own.  Parents will have ability to decline testing without consequences.  Note, this may be a 
problem under our current waiver system under the federal legislation.  There is no one voice 
on testing in our District; parents’ opinions are across the board.  But the loss of federal dollars, 
or greater restrictions on the use of that money, would have huge impacts on our students.  I 
encourage you to watch what will happen in this area, but there won’t be great clarity early on. 

• School finance.  There has been no conversation around this to this point.  Nothing will happen 
until the forecast comes out March 18.  The forecasters always project flat in March, but in 
September there is surprise when additional money shows up.  Government will have to spend 
$138 million in order to prevent the negative factor from growing.  Dr. Bull submits that the 
$138 million is what the government is obligated to spend under Amendment 23; the $880 
million is going to stay outstanding unless there are additional dollars.  Dr. Bull’s concerns:  
there are bills already introduced that would chip away at any money that there is “available” 
over the $138 million.  There are also some attempts to stop the conversation about the 
negative factor and the funding of Amendment 23.  Bottom line: Amendment 23 is a 
constitutional amendment that is currently underfunded by $880 million statewide and $54.6 
million in the Cherry Creek School District. 

• School Safety.  There will be a piece of legislation introduced at the end of this week regarding 
school safety, which could increase the liability for school districts around violent acts.  The 
challenge is foreseeability.  This will be a very emotional issue and will probably pass, but it 
will put the districts in a position of having to assume the worst in a given situation when that 
may not otherwise occur.  Somewhere we have to have a conversation about unintended 
consequences in school safety legislation. 
 



CCSD	  Parents’	  Council	  General	  Meeting	  
March	  9,	  2015	  

Page 3 of 3	  
	  
Dr. Scott Siegfried, Innovation in the Schools. 
 

• Judy Altenberg, CCSD Foundation Board.  Foundation really works around community 
engagement and making connections.  We try to provide funding to all schools, at all levels.  
This year we have funded professional development of teachers, education initiated grants, 
Engineering in Education.  When we review grant requests, we look favorably on co-funded 
grants with PTCOs.  We like to see collaboration.  If you want more information on grants, 
examples, etc., please go to our website. 
 

• Belleview Elementary School, World Music Drumming.  We have a very international 
student population at our school; have over 23 spoken languages at our school.  Several years 
ago, teachers identified and purchased an international, multicultural music curriculum (World 
Music Drumming) but had difficulty implementing program because of a lack of specific 
cultural instruments.  Program incorporates not only multicultural music, but also culture, 
multicultural teaching styles, differentiation for different student abilities and also standards.  
Through funding, were able to obtain instruments, which enabled them to implement program 
more effectively.  Presentation included video of second grade musical. 
 

• Sunrise Elementary, Newbery Book Club.  Friday book club comprised of students who love 
reading and the analysis and discussion of books.  Members read, discuss and vote on books.  
To make this happen, needed funding for approximately 30 hardcover books, 3-4 copies of 
each.  Students read books and stand up and orally review books using same standards as 
Newbery Committee uses to select each year’s winning books. 
 

• Campus Middle School, One Book One Campus.   Program is about finding a book that is 
highly engaging to our students and then making that book available to all students.  School 
had a huge kick-off with lunch table activities, author book signing, assembly and adult 
program with the author that night! 
 

• Falcon Creek Middle School, Humanities-Based Curriculum to Study China.  Teacher 
developed curriculum to learn about China, and especially the silk trade.  Students 
demonstrated silk painting and provided gifts of notecards bearing silk art! 
 

• Overland High School, Blue Star Recycling Program.  Housed at Overland and funded by 
CCSF, Manor students (ages 18-21) received training at Blue Star Recycling in Colorado 
Springs and come to Overland to do the recycling work. Future job skills are gained while 
disabled students break down electronics into recyclable components. They learn about 
computers and recycling in the process. Representative Rhonda Fields invited the kids to the 
capitol for a presentation, article in Aurora Sentinel. Blue Star has formed Vocational 
Electronics Recycling Network.  
 

Meeting Adjourned at approximately 10:25 am 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kris Ciccolo 


