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1. How much does CCSD pay Pearson annually? 

The Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) testing utilizes 

Peason’s TestNav testing software.  States that participate in PARCC testing must utilize the 

Pearson TestNav software.  Cherry Creek School District does not pay Pearson any monies for 

use of the Pearson TestNav software for PARCC testing.  In addition, Cherry Creek School 

District utilizes Pearson PowerSchool software to manage the core of student information, 

e.g. demographics, grades, attendance, scheduling, courses, etc.  The license cost per year is 

based upon the number of active students in the district and is approximately $240,000 

annually. 

 

2. How will the shortfall of technology (i.e., computers) to take the mandatory tests be handled in 

the future?  Currently our school does have the necessary equipment.  However, the PTO was 

tapped to fill the void.  Should the PTO continue to pick up the bill of technology that is 

necessary to conduct these tests? 

In 2013 and 2014, Cherry Creek School District has made a significant investment into 

student technology providing approximately 24,000 Chromebooks to schools.  Currently, all 

high schools and middle schools have Chromebooks at a 2:1 ratio (students-to-

Chromebooks) and elementary schools at a 2.1:1 ratio.  In addition, the district provided 

technology labs for every school: high schools received 5 labs/each, middle schools received 

2 labs/each, and elementary received 1 lab/each.  Used appropriately, the district provided 

technology should be sufficient for each school to complete the mandatory testing.  Looking 

to the future, the district has budgeted for this student based technology to be refreshed on 

a 4 year cycle. 

3. Why is it only the principal that must be at school for all after school or weekend activities?  If 

other school staff (i.e., teachers) are present, shouldn’t that be sufficient? 

 

It is important for school events and activities to be supervised by school administrators.  We 

do this for a few reasons.  The principal (and sometimes the assistant principal, if the 

principal is unavailable) is ultimately responsible for the happenings that occur on the school 

campus.  Additionally, supervision by administration allows teachers to conduct/facilitate 

the featured program, plus the principal is then able to support the varied school activities, 

students and develop relationships with the parent community.  This course of action also 

ensures that the setting is safe and that school policies are followed. 

 

4. How do elementary schools get funding for extracurricular activities like Lego Robotics, drama 

classes and art classes for teacher salaries to teach them? 



We have supplemental pay for teachers at the elementary to take on these extra 

responsibilities for after school opportunities for students.   

 

5. Why do some schools receive money for updating their playgrounds and others are told there is 

a “rotation” basis for such updates/repairs?  There is no consistency.  There should be a plan in 

place. 

The District completed the replacement of all wood structures in playgrounds five (5) years 
ago. We are currently working on replacing the wood play box timber through funding from 
the 2012 bond. The steel structures have a twenty-five (25) year warranty, so they are not 
up for replacement by the District yet. All play structures are inspected four (4) times each 
year.  Some school PTCO groups have contributed to the funding of play structures at their 
site.    

 
6. Why are Willow Creek & Dry Creek split for middle school to Campus and West?  My 

understanding is that Campus is full and West has lots of capacity.  Doesn’t it make sense to 

have both of these schools feed into West exclusively? 

 

Historically, the split occurred for both Dry Creek and Willow Creek to balance enrollment 

for both Campus Middle School and West Middle School. At the time, neither school could 

take all of the students from either Dry Creek or Willow Creek. Although some attempts 

have been made over the years to begin a boundary discussion, to date the split remains, 

since the communities (as a whole) were so against any changes. The District Long-Range 

Facility Planning Committee has representatives from each director area and makes 

recommendations to the Board of Education regarding attendance boundary changes. 

 

7. Are any revenues derived from “selling” data to non-governmental companies? 

Cherry Creek School District does not sell student data and derives no revenues from 

student data.  We do utilize non-governmental software vendors to provide services and 

educational tools.  The district enters into those agreements carefully in order to protect 

student data.  External entities utilized to provide educational services must still comply 

with Federal laws such as the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), Children’s 

Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), Protection of Pupil Rights (PPRA), and Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPPA) where applicable. 

8. How does Colorado’s participation in the PARCC consortium impact funding?  How will the 

reduction in the number of states, now 10, further impact the “fiscal cliff?” 

 

It’s not clear that Colorado’s participation in the PARCC consortium, the reduction in 

participating states and the fiscal cliff are directly related.  However, should Colorado 

withdraw from the PARCC consortium, the state would need to put revenue toward the 

creation of a new assessment since the contract with CTB-McGraw Hill has expired.  With 



the creation of a new test it stands to reason that school districts and schools would be 

required to put money towards greater understanding of the new assessment.  

 

9. Regarding the recent CCSD Climate Safety Wellness survey, who is reviewing? 

o Data collected/summarized; district & school-level reports created 

 School teams analyze & discuss data with support from CCSD district-level staff 

 Presentations made to relevant staff & parent groups (e.g., Safe Schools Design Team, 

Mental Health Team, Parents Council) 

 Data utilized both at district & school levels to make focused programming decisions 

 Data presentations have been made to: 

 School board 

 Safe schools 

 Mental health 

 Wellness leadership 

 Health teachers 

 Nurses 

 Signs of suicide trainings 

 SRA trainings 

 Parents' council 

 District accountability (though not for a while)  

 

10. Are you aware of the bill (congressional?) currently awaiting approval to remove Performing 

Arts from the graduation requirements?  In my opinion, if approved, this bill would significantly 

impact the funding allocated to the programs.  Do you have additional information?  Proposed 

plan or call to action? 

 

The state of Colorado sets minimal requirements for High School Graduation.  In Cherry 

Creek Schools we are always permitted to have graduation requirements above the state 

minimum.  Currently we require students to complete 1.5 units in the arts to qualify for 

graduation.  We do not anticipate that requirement being reduced in the years to come.  

 

 

11. I understand and appreciate the idea behind autonomy and “neighborhood schools.” However, 

how do we address the issue of equity for all CCSD students?  We heard from an elementary 

PTCO president today who is raising $100,000 a year in funds for their school, possible because 

of the community they live in.  I am an elementary PTCO president in a different community, 

where we are lucky to fund raise $30,000 a year.  This means that our students have far fewer 

materials and opportunities because of the neighborhood they live in.  They are good kids with 

hard working parents whose opportunities should not be limited because the school sits in a 

neighborhood with a lower median income.  How do we give these students – mine and many 



others – equal opportunities for learning and growth, and not penalize them because their 

parents aren’t as affluent as some others? 

 

This is a major focus of the District Equity Team.  Much of our work is to identify “gaps” 

or potential disparities in opportunities for student success across the district.  With the 

understanding that some school communities are be better equipped to raise funding or 

provide resources to create additional opportunities for their children, we, as a district 

have and continue to examine the manner in which we allocate resources equitably to 

reduce the disproportionality in opportunities.  A number of our schools are supported by 

Title funding, which allows for creative and innovative measures to increase 

opportunities for student success.  In many cases, the opportunity for student growth 

and learning is supported in equitable staffing, structure and instructional support as 

opposed to financial support, which isn’t always the most effective method in supporting 

school/student success.    

 

12. You just said we are now transitioning to a new “Bridges” program that had a very large price 

tag.  You said we are transitioning to a program we think is pretty darn good.  Was the program 

researched to prove it is pretty darn good?  How much of this change in how we teach our kids 

been proven to be better?  How about what kids are learning at a younger and younger age, is it 

proven to be better?  I worry that it is not when looking at dropout rate and college success 

rate.  I do think kids are pushed too hard in the beginning years in the wrong areas. 

The change to Colorado state standards caused us to reflect on our current math 

program.  A group of 21 Cherry Creek School District educators consisting of central 

office administrators, principals and teachers completed an extensive process in 

reviewing available math programs that aligned to the state standards.  This group met 

11 times and reviewed 8 programs.  After careful analysis the group recommended the 

Cherry Creek School District adopt Bridges in Mathematics for our elementary schools.  

The Bridges in Mathematics program is a resource created by the Math Learning Center 

which was established in 1976 as a non-profit organization with a focus on math 

instruction.  Over years of research in best instructional practices for mathematics 

Bridges was constructed. This program was reviewed by all of our elementary principals 

and leadership teams in each of our elementary schools prior to a final decision being 

made. Additionally, this adoption process was presented before the Board of Education 

on three occasions and was adopted in the fall of the 2014-2015 school year. In Cherry 

Creek we have always held very high standards for our students, which we believe, leads 

us to our high performance, graduation and college preparedness rates. 

 

 


